BBC Learning English — On The Town #H#H%

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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WorldSkills Competition HrE =%

Neil: About 900 well-trained young people from 51 countries and regions
of the world are descending on London to take part in a broad range
of competitions...

Feifei: This must be about the Olympics!

Neil: No it is not... yet. | am talking about an event called WorldSkills. And
its purpose is to showcase the skills that shape our world. | am Neil
and | am here with Feifei to present this week's On The Town, and
today we are going to learn the language of challenge.

Feifei: S P! This sounds interesting. | heard about a competition that
was going to celebrate practical skills like fridge fixing 1&Vk4,
hairdressing 3%, cocktail-mixing 92 and welding #i4%. So is
this it?

Neil: Indeed. The competitors are aged 22 or under and make no mistake
about it — they walk tall and proud, just like athletes!

Feifei: 5 HE

Neil: And had to do their best when training. 21-year-old Leina, from the
USA, talked about the skills necessary to be a hairdresser:

Insert

You kind of need an eye for creativity. It is a lot about balance, form, being able to
see the direction that the hair needs to move... | just want to do my best. | am
somebody... | am always an overachiever. So | always want to do my best in
everything | do. If | don’t win, that is okay but... as long as | did my best.

Neil: Leina, with her unmistakable American accent, said she is an
overachiever...

Feifei: WEGHEL Y244 . And she wants to do her best in everything she does,
even if she does not win. A% )12 4F she said.

Neil: That was Leina, who wants to get her hands on a gold medal in
hairdressing.

Feifei: And who is the next competitor?
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Neil: Someone who wants to excel in an area related to the sport of
eating.

Feifei: They want to excel fifiAHE S T). k. That's good because I like a
good meal! 33 iz —dil 1 SEAE 2 REFIR 7. And a well-mixed
cocktail too! And I don't like to have to wait long for my food and my
drink!

Neil: Nobody does. But these young professionals compete in activities
linked to restaurant services. They have to be calm and collected
when a large number of customers seek their attention. Could you
be calm and collected Feifei?

Feifei: Calm and collected #E W, Z=ARHL. If | were in their place |
would probably be running around like a headless chicken! fEiXF& i

. IEESBRIC S wE A

Neil: Listen to what Kate, a 20-year-old Australian, said about how to
work under pressure. Don’t think of a chicken but of another bird.
Pay attention to the animal she’s talking about...

Insert

Yeah. | think you have got to be like a duck on water where they are like sliding
gracefully across the water but then underneath they are paddling like crazy. So to
everyone else we are a duck on top of the water but inside we are just paddling
along.

Feifei: Like a duck on water! Kate Ui KZ 3G/ I Ff sliding gracefully
FKiE EEMNFERTZHLE but underneath, paddling like crazy S AR4I7E
KFRIAKPHERIK.  This is a way to face a challenge looking calm
but being very active and alert inside. Calm is good but I must say
that I am not a very patient person.

Neil: Oh, that is the problem with people of today! No patience! Ask Julie,
a hairdressing instructor who was present at the WorldSkills event
here in London... She has some advice for people who want to
succeed but are a bit impatient...

Insert

The skill is... takes up many years to refine so they just need to keep taking
training all the time and see the bigger picture at the end. | think sometimes young
people today don’t have that long-term vision. They want the results very quickly.
To be skilled in any profession it takes many years of dedication and training. It
takes a long time to be a perfectionist.

Neil: That's Julie, talking about the need to see the bigger picture...
Feifei: A% g, HKIES the bigger picture.

Neil: ... the need to have long-term vision ...

Feifei: KR Y, BRI long-term vision.
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Neil: And to be a perfectionist it's necessary to keep up with the times.

Feifei: I am a perfectionist 53 F X%, and | do keep up with the times 5#/
{H3E1 1 acquired a skill: | speak English!

Neil: And you do it very well, Feifei! 22-year-old Zhu Qingshan, the
Chinese competitor in the hairdressing skills, is very good with his
brushes and scissors. But there's something missing for him to reach
the top in his chosen profession. We asked him if it would be helpful
to learn some English:

Insert
UKL T, BRI ENTLAL J7, A LUERBEH AT 77 A S48 50— F AN TH 1 P il A2 >
Titie BRI LT, BRI, BN T, BRI

Neil: So Feifei, |1 know you're an overachiever.

Feifei: SRR I HIN -

Neil: And you like a challenge and you walk tall and proud...

Feifei: e BN o

Neil: So, if you were to take part in a practical skills competition what

would you excel in?

Feifei: FEME T THIE SRS ? You know what? | would excel in eating good food
Wz 7). You know that duck, the one that glides across the water
but paddles like crazy? You can roast it and have it gliding in my
direction on a nice tray. Peking Duck with a lot of plum sauce? Gold
medal for it! Bye for now.

Neil: Congratulations. Bye bye.
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