BBC Learning English — On The Town #H#H%

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Lucky Charms &%

Helen: KFEUF, Fot Helen. Yadfielt BBC #ilifsg i H o

Rob: And I'm Rob. Welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English.

Helen: A4 R TR lucky charms SEIE%F,

Rob: Let's hear a few people tell us what they consider to be their lucky
charm.

Helen: FERE TR A Wb, AT e — N4 a black elephant, —fifi3k, &

FHEC 11 BRI NS 2 £ e ?
Insert:

Woman 1: It's a little black elephant | found when | was nine years of age. And
I've kept him ever since.

Woman 2: | carry around a turquoise stone, which for me is like a healthy happy
thing that I carry around, just to keep me content.

Woman 3: | don't believe in lucky charms or lucky anything; I like the number 11
and that's about it.

Rob: So not everyone believes in lucky charms.

Helen: WA W SIS — AL L OB [ T, i 9 DI T — R, i
BARRIEEE she has kept him ever since.

Rob: The second lady carries a turquoise stone. It keeps her content.

Helen: Content 761X BLUE IR . 244 f1 turquoise stone. IXFP47 Sk AEH 5

58, MEPRHS AL LIAE S b, AR RE S A5 b Al R I

Rob: And the final young woman likes the number 11, but she doesn't
believe in lucky charms.

Helen: IJE ALV ASEE RIS . d DU E T 11,

Rob: So why do some of us have lucky charms? Felicity Powell, who
curated a special lucky charm exhibition in London, spoke to the BBC
about the effect of charms.
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Helen: E R Felicity X A4 LM charms 17041, hiE5 T anxiety £
g, fears ZE, worries 181,

Insert

I think they say a huge amount just about human condition, which is that when we
have anxieties, fears and worries, that often these things don't have a shape; so if
there is something, an object, it almost gives shape to that anxiety and is
reassuring, it's a thing of great comfort and solace.

Helen: Felicity 7+ #7ijt anxiety, fears and worries #5/2 LIE. They don't have
a shape.

Rob: So people use objects to symbolise and give shape to their feelings.

Helen: /K14 objects, FAHEIAT LB AN —LEARVEIELE—ifd, XFERITE, FATS

JEFI L0 it's reassuring.

Rob: Felicity believes that with charms, people feel great comfort and
solace. It eases people's fears, anxiety and worries.

Helen: Solace and comfort 7EiX BB 2t (1 8

Rob: In the exhibition, the objects on display are from the past century.
But | think our connection to charms, or similar objects, goes far
back.

Helen: I agree, FAFZIZFF RN %A T . Here's Felicity again.

Insert

And it's so ancient, and | think the thing that is really fascinating about it is that it
spans time. And every single culture, every kind of religion has had something that
is a charm or an amulet.

Rob: Felicity explains that charms span time; they have long history
behind them.
Helen: FUZE A span time. 1] HAE—FSC 4k every culture, £ —FE U500 every

kind of religion #\H H KT S 55 .

Rob: That's what we call an amulet.

Helen: Amulet 3235 5. How is it different from a lucky charm?

Rob: Well, as the name suggests, a lucky charm is believed to bring you
luck in life.

Helen: Charm WA HFFHEE, HANTEAE ERe K3z . frlIA1EE lucky
charm.
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Rob:

Helen:

Insert

There are lots of different things people can have as their lucky
charms. The acorn is a very popular shape for people scared of
thunder and lightening.

A acorn TEGRIRE NSEI2FT, XY A A0 a7 (1 2

Actually, it stems from the belief that the god of thunder lives in an oak tree. So
therefore, if the god of thunder is in an oak tree, the oak has a special power to
protect (So it won't strike you down). And, interestingly, people would hang acorns
in windows, because it was always believed lightening came in through the window.

Rob:

Helen:

Rob:

Helen:

Rob:

Helen:

Rob:

According to Felicity, people believed that the god of thunder lived in
an oak tree. So the oak was thought to have special protective
powers.

B oak SEAEFIRAEIMA, AMTH{E T #F the god of thunder f:7E M
B, B LA AR SR TR IR A5 0 A SRR R A I T

So Helen, do you believe in lucky charms?

Yes, | do. | wear a small jade pendant to keep me safe. £\ jade
pendant. How about you?

No, | think it's all too superstitious for me.

Well, I am going to hold on to my little jade pendant. I'd be lost
without it. ANEVRA A LT, FATHOURKBEL T I LLy, P22,
T, FIkF4s. Bye bye!

Bye bye!
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